fiers, more than againjt any other. 


a own, and beleeve, that Gods love, in the Death of his Son, is extended to all men; and 
a that are in the belief and practice of the doétrine of Chrift, contained in Hebrews 6.1,2. fe 
fumbly prefented to the High Court of PARLIAMENT, and the People of this Common-wealth. 


Wis the people in this Nation called (though fally) ANABAPTIST S; ae 


eprefented! as the onely men 
much to be-lamented troubles, chat hath lately hapned in the Common-wealth; and as if they were tudh, wen ieeda baka 

y , the fetting up their own Inteveft and Religion, by taking away the Lives, and thedding the Blood of éthers ; yea, and as if they - 
ee were utter Enemies to Magiftracy: Thefe,and fuch like Calumnies, being by che Tongues of the Malicious, or Ignorant caft upon them, 
-pthinkic our duty, being as well as others concerned, to publiih to che world our Innocency therein, though in this wehave peace, chat in our 
| fonfeiences we know, (the moft high God bearing_us witnefle) that in chofe things we are wholly mireprefented, And-truly, in chis we can 
) goyee, (we knowing our felves falfly reported of, and reproached) chat we fhould be fo accounted, confidering that Gods People in no Age did 
ee fuch foul Afperfions : for who was accounted the trovbler of Ifare/ but Elijba ? and who a Pejtilent Fellow, and a mover of Sedition but Paul ? 
" i dotherefore, in behalfe of our felves, declare, (before che Lord, who, fhould we not fpeake che truth, would be a fwift witneffe againft us) 
p Magiftrates and People, that all men may have a right underftanding touching us. | 


Hi, That wehave not, neither do we defire, or feek the Blood of any; no, notof our greateft Enemies that hate us, and do, or hall defpite- 
«fly ufe us: buc delire their good as our own, and believe it our duty to feek it by all lawfull means we can, defiring to be found followers of 
Cheift, who came not to deftroy mens lives, but to faye them, who accordingly laid down his life for his Enemies, and hath commanded us. 
love our Enemie, and do good to tiem chat hateus. And although we have been repre’ented as men chirfting after blood, and 

it, cut our neigbours throats; We do he:s>y declare, that we are fo far from fuch a witked thing, and do fo much abominate the thoughts 


— chat che Lord, who is our Record, hiowect. that it is upon our hearts, as our bounden duty, to aflift and defend the Nation, this. 
ity, aud our Neighbours as much as in us fie, from fuch viv Isnce, againft whomfoever they are that fhall at afy time attempt ic, if called 
thereunto by the Magiltrates of this Nation. 
JL We declare, that, as for Magiftrates, we own them to be Gods Minifters, and that they bare not the S vord in vain, but have their 
| given’ them by the Lord, to the end, they might be a Terrour to them that do Evill, and aPraile to them,that do Well. 
771. We ‘Declare, ‘that it’s our Duty, enjoyned ys by the Lord, co fubmic to chem in all things, and to obey every Ordinance of Man for 
‘the Lords fake, viz. when they fhall command things civil and lawful, then in. thofe things actively to obey them; and when they fhall com- - 
usto dothings relatingto Religion, and contrary to the light of:our Coniciences, then (though we cannot aGually obey them) we ought 
 (@nddoubt not,- but throug the ftrengeh of Chrift felus our, awe fhall) paflively obey by fufferings, and chat joyfully, when called to 
| ”y V. We Believe, and Declare, that it’s not our bufinels to meddle wich their State Affaires, or the Government df the Common-wealeh, un= - 
| iifie by chem duly called thereunto, further, then according to the will of God, to pray that we may live a peaceable jife under them, in all god- 
finefle-and honefty. <= 
: V. We sora PS National Minifters we difown, as not being the Minifters of Chrift, and their ways and worfhip, as not the true worfhip — 
appointed by Chrift now in the Gofpel; andin particular, we declare againft their fpriukling Infants, and their cruel, and inhumane forcing 
lof maintenance by Law, or otherwile from any: yet notwithftanding, we declure, that we do defire their $00%' and that they may injey — | 
Common Freedom in the Nation, equall wich cthers. 
| Wi. We believe, and Declare, chac all men whacfoever, ought to have their liberty in point of Confcience; and$ that no Magiftrate hath re- 
ttived wer from Chrift to punith fer, or to compel any to this or that form of Religion, | 
| Wil. WedoDeclare, that we our felves, and all other of what per(wafion foever they are, if found to walk contrary to the Juft Lawes of the 
‘Nation, ought by che Magiftcacs thereot to be punifhed, according to the demerit of his or their tranfegreffion, an@ not in the leaft to be tollerae 


V1 ay Ww ¢ Believe and Declare, That we ought not; yea, and that it were finful for us to maintaine our Religion by a€arnal Sword, or 


ratty, “We Relieve and all the kingdoms of che earth, are by right Jefus Chrifts, and his Saints3#and that He, and They, thall 


one da 
- lore. that inthe meane time, it’s our duty to cbey the Powers that are, (as above faid) and not toa 4 his Kingly Power, and Au- | 
; atin D ipany other Sword than the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God} and do hereby Declare agaiift all fuch as thall fo do, as 


blood of any. : 
POST-SCRIPT. 
Eradventure forme may quetion why we foould publifb this Declaration, Seeing there was two publifhed before it; tod we give thefe Reafons for 


ae tier, dated December the12. 1659. we cannot in all things clofe with, Therefore, fore/much 
them of being ANABAPTISTS, thought it our duty to manifejt our non-confent with them, in their 
the Nation; and their want of boldnefe, to witneffe again their Babylonifo Worjwip which is alfo the reajon why we Decyare againft thofe National 


not every thing that was | a our hearts to Declare; yet, this we teftify 


PEI. becawle in that Declaration, bearing date December 29. there is not 
te al! by do Declare, we own as avery bone? thing, and in diffcent from it ; but do 
| manifeted much fidellity to Fe{us Chrit; and do beare the fame tejtimony againft the firjt, dated the 12. of December, a; they do. 


ohn Fowwe! Thomas Field liam Martin Thomas Hinton [EdwardHulls Mich. Butterfield 
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efsthem, which fhall bethe Fift, and Lat MONARCHY upon Earth; for which time we wait, as pigrims and ftrangers: anddo | a 


| not owned by us in fuch a pradtile : So far are we from fetting up our felves, or afferting our Religion, by taking q@ay chelives, or fhedding the 


ds We, ‘whe go under the fame Notion with { 
ing pillows tinder the elbowes of the Minifters. | 


e that thiy have ujed much plainnefe, and 


> 
| 
> 
{ 
‘ 

| 
| 
| 
Ne | 
‘ 
¥ 


